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bogs, and lakes. The acreage under the main grain crop, rye,
has decreased with the development of dairy farming for export.
Oil shale quarried on the plateau in Northern Estonia is
used as a fuel in factories, for central heating, on the railways,
in the cement-works at Port Kunda and Azeri, and for the
production of fuel oil at Kohtla. Coal, however, must be
imported to supplement the shale and oil fuel.
Industries declined when the Russian market was lost,
but began to revive rapidly when Estonia became a Soviet
Republic. Leather, paper, and linen were manufactured in
several towns before the present war.
Tallinn (Reval), with a population of 134,000, owed its
development to the fact that it was one of Russia's Baltic
ports, with a large transit trade. The port can be kept open
by ice-breakers through the greater part of the winter. It
has iron- and steel-works, cotton-mills, and grain-elevators.
Baltiski was developed as a port because it is obstructed by
ice for a shorter period than Tallinn. Pernau (22,000), on
the Gulf of Riga, is the chief centre of the woollen industry,
and exports timber and flax. Narva, with its cotton-mills,
using hydro-electric power from the Narva Falls, exports
timber. The lumber industry is important throughout the
Baltic States.
In the upland districts of Estonia the Primary rocks produce
poor soils. Where they are covered by morainic material
wooded ridges stretch across the country. The rivers, where
they flow from the plateau into the lakes in the cast, possess
considerable reserves of water-power. The only town of
importance in Central Estonia is Tartu, or Dorpat (67,000),
the chief market-town of the area. It is also a centre for the
timber and pulp industry. (For population see p. 563.)
LATVIA
The coastal lowland of Latvia forms a broad, fertile region
developed on glacial soils around the Gulf of Riga (see p.
558), The chief crops are oats, barley, rye, and potatoes.
Dairy fanning is an important occupation. Before Latvia's
separation from Russia the Latvian dairy produce was added